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ABSTRACT

Ecofeminism is the term which explains a strongajperconnection that exists between the oppressiomomen
and the domination of nature by patriarchal soci€he paper analyses the deterioration of natutlexamen in Arundhati
Roy’s The God of Small Things. The village of Ayemenem with its characters aatliral atmosphere undergo the process
of demolition. Arundhati Roy as an Indian noveBbbws the plight of women and nature in India. Bbendant nature
slowly corrupts along with the downfall of the Ifsmily. As a feminist, she not only explains théjsigation of women
characters in the patriarchal society but alsodsriout her concern for the environment. The caticelaof ecological
abuse and gender discrimination is explored throegbfeminism. The novel highlights the social concef

environmental destruction and feminist perspeaiveppression of women.
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INTRODUCTION

Ecofeminismis the term which explains a strong parallel cotinechat exists between the oppression of women
and the domination of nature by patriarchal soci€he oppression of women and nature is couple@irimdhati Roy’s
novel The God of Small Things. Suzanna Arundhati Royis an Indian women novelistl activist known for her
environmental concerns. This Man Booker fictiontpays subjugation of women under the authority alerdominated
society. The novelist strikes about similar supgiees of natural environmental surroundings. Thipgrapresents the

deterioration of the Ipe family women with thatrafture driving the point of ecological abuse anadge discrimination.

Ecofeminism is a political, cultural and intelieal movement which developed in the late 1970% H980’s in
the activist and academic field. The term ecofesmmivas first coined by the French feminist Fracbisaubonne in her
book Le Feminisme ou la Mort [ Feminism or Deathiplished in 1974. Ynestra Knight calls it the thincive of
feminism. Karen Warren denotes that ecofeminisemisimbrella term for a wide range of approachestia@@&cofeminist
are classified with varied names such as sociatisfeminist, cultural ecofeminist, radical ecofeistinecowomanist etc.

She justifies that nature is essentially feminimeutlook through the following lines:

Ecological feminism (“ecofeminist”) claim that tlerare important connections between the unjustified
domination of women, people of color, children, atd poor and the unjustified domination of nature.
Throughout this book, | refer to unjustifiably darated groups as “Others,” both “human Others” (sash
women, people of color, children, and the poor) &sarth Others” (such as animals, forest, the lafidie
reference to “Others” is intended to highlight gtatus of those subordinate groups in unjustifiablationships

and systems of domination and subordination. Adogrdo ecofeminists, “nature” (referring to nonhuma
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animals, plant, and ecosystems) is included ambaget Others who/that have been unjustifiably esgdoand

dominated. “Nature is a feminist issue” might wadl called the slogan of ecofeminism. (Warren 1)

The novelGod of Small Things begins with the description of weather in Ayemeraamd return of Rahel back to
her home. “May in Ayemenem is a hot, brooding moiithe days are long and humid. The river shriniélalack crows
gorge on bright mangoes in still, dustgreen tréBsly 1). The novelist Arundhati Roy presents ndtswaroundings as an
integral part of Ayemenem, the fictious villageusited in Kerala which unfolds the events of IpeifanThe progress of

the village deprives natural surroundings.

Estha, the elder of the twins returns to Ayemenathtarned into quiet man who only walked alongltheks of
the river Meenachal. Roy presents the rotting af tiver with the development of the village in theake of
industrialization. The silence of Estha equatinghvthe decaying nature of the fishes states therideation of human
along with nature. “Some days he walked along thaekb of the river that smelled of shit and pesésithought with
World Bank loans. Most of the fish had died. The®mhat survived suffered from fin-rot and had lerolout in boils”
(Roy 7). Rahel is able to see the presence of graeimonment in the photograph of her great grarefia Reverend Ipe

and Aleyooty Ammachi. The lost glory of Ayemenenpissented in the following lines:

Through the holes in her ears you could see theivat and the dark trees that bent into it. And fishermen in
their boats. And the fish. Though you couldn’t see river from the house anymore, like a seaslwhtys has a

sea-sense, the Ayemenem House still had a rivesesénrushing, rolling, fishswimming sense. ( R&y 1

Donna Haraway one of the ecofeminists opines thdaim kind of dualism is present in the Westeadlition in which the

oppression of “Others” (women, nature, childrerd baen persistent.

The point being made about these dualism (‘man/woycalture/nature’, etc) is that the first term eéch pair
has often been defined in opposition to and witplioit superiority over the other. Environmentaitics refer
often to such hierarchial dualisms, though thee\arious different ways of engaging them. (quate€lark
111)

Estha and Rahel’'s grandmother, Mammachi is alwayreated by her husband Pappachi. She is oftatebeby him even
in her old age. “Every night he beat her with asbriower vase. The beatings weren't new. What neas was only the
frequency with which they took place” ( Roy 23).pPachi, an educated Entomologist envied his wifesfe started her
own pickle factory and so he oppressed her phygibgl beating. Ammu, their daughter did not havecazdion like their

son, Chacko. Pappachi stopped Ammu’s educatiomaited to get her married. “Ammu finished her sdimgpthe same
year that her father retired from his job in Dednid moved to Ayemenem. Pappachi insisted thatlageokeducation was
an unnecessary expense for a girl, so Ammu hadhae but to leave Delhi and move with them”(Roy.Both mother

and daughter became victims to the patriarchalespcPappachi dominated his wife and daughter andehed their

socio-economic progress. Equality between men asmdem is essential for the well being of the bothdggs. According

to World Bank (2002),

Gender is an issue of development effectivenedsjusba matter of political correctness or kindn&s women.
Evidence demonstrates that when women and merektively equal, economies tend to grow faster,pgber
move more quickly out of poverty and the well beioigmen, women and children is enhanced. (quoted in
Buckingham 149)
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Ammu divorces her husband and returns back withtviiers to her home. Chacko treats her indifferentt does not want
to share the family property with her. Mammachipites of her own economic progress, she is not wsgeby her
husband. The patriarchal society in Ayemenem is deenineering and hinders the economic independehtiee women.
Gender equality is important for the developmenthefsociety. But in the novel the matriarchy istcolled and deprived

of its progress. The deteriorating condition of Wwamen can be linked with the destruction of theurad milieu.

The nature in Ayemenem turns out to be polluted @mted over years. The twins in their childhquayed in
the river which was fresh and pure. “It was warhg water. Graygreen. Like rippled silk. With fighit. With the sky
and trees in it. And at night, the broken yellowanan it” (Roy 59). Rahel after twenty years refagto the village finds

out that the Meenachal river to be in the worstditon.

It greeted her with a ghastly skull's smile, withlés where teeth had been, and a limp hand raisedd hospital
bed.... Despite the fact that it was June, and rgjnihe river was no more than a swollen drain nAwhin
ribbon of thick water that lapped wearily at thedrhanks on either side, sequined with the occakgilvar slant
of a dead fish. It was choked with a succulent weekose furred brown roots waved like thin tentacle

underwater. Bronze-winged lily-trotters walked asd. Splay-footed, cautious. (Roy 59)

Ecofeminism states that conferring power on pathigrpaves way for their higher status in the sgcighe society
influenced under the control of masculinity leadshe hierarchical dualism that thrashes the famirittributes. In the
novel, Ammu is disrespected by the family membdesr der divorce whereas Chacko, the son is resdemten after his
divorce. Divorced from his English wife Margareth@&ko comes back to Ayemenen and helps his motheurt her
pickle factory. The position of a woman is redudeshe is not living together with her husband dmed social status is
undermined. “Baby Kochamma disliked the twins, $tie considered them doomed, fatherless wail...Babgh&mma
resented Ammu, because she saw her quarrelinganitiie that she, Baby Kochamma herself, felt shtk draciously
accepted. The fate of the wretched Man-less wonf@oYy 22). According to Gaard, the female statustrbesimproved

by the reduction of power of the male-dominatedetgc

The personal is political, and hence the femaleapei sphere is just as important and applicabtbaanale public
sphere. One needs to change the patriarchal nafutke system by withdrawing power and energy from

patriarchy. (quoted in Rao 126)

Vandana Shiva is a well known ecofeminist who lwelgethat women are custodians of the feminine jpi@and they

have special connection to the nature. Industtiilice has separated these connections and she ivembe recovered.

‘Development' could not but entail destruction feomen, nature and subjugated cultures, which is,why
throughout the Third World, women, peasants afmhlsiare struggling for liberation from ‘developrtigost as

they earlier struggled for liberation from colorisa. (Shiva 20)

Development in the economic stance has lead tod#molition of the nature and the environment. le tiovel,
Ayemenem house which is “grand old house” is novaipathetic condition losing its importance owilgthe social
development of its inhabitants. “Filth had laidggeto the Ayemenem House like a medieval army adagron an enemy
castle. It clotted every crevice and clung to thiedowpanes” (Roy 42). The village which was uniquigh natural

surroundings now has become urbanized with numenads and houses constructed. “In truth, its patjmr had swelled
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to the size of a little town. Behind the fragiledale of greenery lived a press of people who cgattier at a moment’s
notice” (Roy 61).

Another important change which indicated the declf the village’s legacy is the conversion of iK&aipu'’s

house into hotel. The house known to the twins as

“The History House. With cool stone floors and dimalls and billowing ship-shaped shadows” (Roy ZH)e social

progress has pressed for changing the house imtisttolestination.

The History House (where map-breath’d ancestor$ watigh toe-nails once whispered) could no longer b
approached from the river. It had turned its backAgemenem. The view from the hotel was beautlful, here
too the water was thick and toxic. No Swimming sitmad been put up in stylish calligraphy. They bait a tall

wall to screen off the slum and prevent it fromreaching on Kari Saipu’s estate. (Roy 61)

One of the notions of the Western culture in whighmen and nature connections are explained is girolie organic
conception of nature and gender. The concepticgadh is seen as a nurturing mother. Arundhati &sg envisions the
concept of earth as a woman and she is all pdtabhuge achievements of human beings tend to thénganore than the

blink of her eye.

Chacko said that the whole of contemporary histbeyWorld Wars, the War of Dreams, the Man on th@W
science, literature, philosophy, the pursuit of whealge-was no more than a blink of the Earth Woma(Roy
26)

The novelGod of Small Things provides the history of the Ipe family of Ayemen&rhere the decline of their members
particularly women draw parallel with the demolitiof the abundant nature of the village. The pedaiexistence of

men and women are needed for the welfare of thietyoéccording to Searger,

The identity and destiny of women and nature areget Accordingly, feminist values and principlésedted towards
ending the oppression of women are inextricablikdthto ecological values and principles directedatals ending the
oppression of nature. It is ultimately the affirmatof our kinship with nature, of our common lifdth her, which will

prove the source of our mutual well-being. (Se&r

The hierarchical dualism need to be abandonechfomeellbeing of the nature and the women. Lifentericonnected and
change in the value system is required for a petfaomony in the world. The paper provides the alocbncern of the

author about environmental destruction and femimésspective of oppression of women.
REFERENCES

1. Buckingham, Susan. "Ecofeminism in the twefitgt century."The Geographical Journal 170.2 (2004): 146-
154,

2. Clark, Timothy. The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and the Environment. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2014. Print

3. Lorentzen, Lois Ann, and Heather Eaton. "Ecofeminian overview.Introductionto Gender (2002).

4. Rao, Manisha. "Ecofeminism at the Crossroads ifalndl Review."DEP 20 (2012): 125.

Impact Factor (JCC): 4.4049 Index Copernicus Value (ICV): 3.0



Deteriorating Nature and Women: An Ecofeminist Reathg of Arundhati Roy’s The God Of Small Things 291

5. Roy, Arundhati. 1997 The God of Small Things. New Delhi: India Ink. PDF File
6. Seager, Jonkarth follies: Feminism, politics and the environment. London: Earthscan, 1993.
7. Shiva, Vandana3taying alive: Women, ecology and development. Zed Books, 1988. PDF File

8. Warren, KarenEcofeminist philosophy: A western perspective on what it is and why it matters. Rowman &

Littlefield, 2000.

www.tjprc.org editor@fjp.org






